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W.B. HUMAN RIGHTS
COMMISSION
KOLKATA-27

FieNo. 03 /wBHRC/SMC2687 |R

Dated: 04.01. 2018

Enclosed is the news clipping appeared in the ‘Statesman’,

an English daily dated 04.01.2018, the news item is captioned

“ Balurghat woman brandedas witch, ostracized from village”

District Magistrate, Dakshin Dinajpur is directed to furnish a report

by 8™ February, 2018,

Superintendent of Police, Dakshin Dinajpur is also directed to furnish

areport by 8™ February, 2018.

(Justice Girish Shandra Gupta)

Chairperson

(Naparajit Mu%terjee )
M

“Dwivedy )
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BALURGHAT SJANUARY :

Das, visited the village and
 talked with the villagers. -

*‘::-bemg threatened, sources

_ostracised Rabin Jiansdas :
~said. Mr Hansda's three girls

1 family for aBegadly practlc-
: mgmtchcraft. :
: Thevxﬂagershaveaﬂeged
that Hansda’s wife,” Dulaly
"“Soren, has been pracncmg
- witchcraft for the past one
‘month. Hansda claimedthat -
“thevillagers have threatened
: h1m with death.
: - The mllagers a:;anged for
ameem nginthe village on 27 ¢
= December'and ‘warned the
famnly, especlallyMrsHans
-da, agamsgpractmmgmtch-
~craft. The same day, Rabin

_Girls’School in Chakvngue

1o school and are unable to

-ationlearners. Thereis a pri

”’:informad theﬁlock Deve]-‘e;.

fering due to the witch
=opment0ﬂicerofthematter ractlcedbyDulalySomrir;/g

and on2 ]anuary, Jomt BDO havemstructed them to stop
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1 Bélurghatwoman branded as
witch, ostracised fromvillage

of Balurghat block Ratnapt
 banished from thevillage,”a

vxllager, Sumana Soren,?

i ;Mllagaers ofi)hauliunderthe * . He however failed to solve
;alu;ghat police stanon in * g e problem and the family
~‘South  Dinajpur ' have isstillbeingostracised and are -

are studying in the Nadipar
Theyhavealso stopped going

~ move about freelyin the vil- .
1age. Dhaul village is doxm-f
- nated byatribal populatlon;. 3

_@ndmsmstfomhnawayfmm“

- Bahurghat Most of the students
* inthe village are first gener- ;

' steps 0 S0lve our pmblem and

Ao

- maryschoolinthevillageand
most of the families have an
electncnyconnecnonm their

‘vHansda informed the Prad- - houses. They are also aware
‘han of the Cﬁakvqgue gram ~of a‘ll the modern amenities,
B panchayatabout thematter - - “Sickness has becomei
and the meeting i co'mmonmeveryfamﬂym the

in tumn v1ﬂageandﬁ:efam1h&saresufa

* this; otherwise. they will be

] knowinothmg about"'

w:tchcraft 1 only worship -
~§KahMatammyhouse,but&1e
 villagers are suspectingme to

beawitch.The vﬂiagers have
ostracxsed us since the past

“‘one month. They have not -

; talked to us and they donot,' ;
‘even allow us to take water
from the publicwater pump.
'Iheyamthreatemngus every
: moment.

ik

ensure safety,”:said Dulaly =
Soren. “Wehavenotreceived /-
1y specific comphant from
 thefamily. But since thefam-
- ily complained to the pan-
‘chayat, wevisited the vﬂlage
and talked with the vxllagers 4
‘tounderstand theproblem
~saidtheinspector-in- -charge |
“of the Balurghat pohce sta- i B
tlon, San)oy Ghosh. ]’




